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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

 

FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION, 

 

Plaintiff, 

 

v. 

 

SIMPLE HEALTH PLANS LLC, et al., 

 

Defendants. 

 

 

Case No.: 18-cv-62593-DPG 

 

DEFENDANT STEVEN DORFMAN’S RENEWED 

MOTION TO EXTEND MONTHLY ALLOWANCE  

 

 Defendant, Steven Dorfman (“Dorfman”), through undersigned counsel, files this renewed 

motion to extend his monthly allowance and states: 

 On October 31, 2018, the Court, upon the FTC’s request, entered the Ex Parte Temporary 

Restraining Order with Asset Freeze, Appointment of a Temporary Receiver, and Other Equitable 

Relief (the “Asset Freeze Order”) [DE 15]. Among other things, the Asset Freeze Order enjoined 

Dorfman from accessing or using any of his personal funds wherever held.  Id., § III.   

 On December 3, 2018, Dorfman filed a motion to modify the Asset Freeze Order to pay 

his reasonable living expenses, which he did not otherwise have alternative resources to pay for 

[DE 41]. The FTC opposed Mr. Dorfman’s request for an allowance for living expenses [DE 44].  

However, following a hearing on the motion [DE 45], the Court entered an order granting 

Dorfman’s request (the “Modified Asset Freeze Order”) [DE 51].    

 The Modified Asset Freeze Order authorized Dorfman to access $5,000 per month for 

living expenses (the “Allowance”) from his frozen personal assets.  Id., ¶ 3.   

 On June 21, 2019, the Court entered an Order extending Dorfman’s entitlement to the 

monthly Allowance through the month of October 2019. [D.E. 170]. 
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 On October 2, 2019, Dorfman filed a motion seeking to extend his Allowance due to his 

unchanged financial situation since he initially requested the Allowance and his need for the 

Allowance to pay for his basic living expenses. [DE 219]. The FTC and Receiver both opposed 

that request. [DE 220 and 221]. In large part, those oppositions were based on the 

misrepresentations that Dorfman had failed to provide the FTC and Receiver with requisite 

financial information and work with the FTC and Receiver to repatriate foreign assets that 

Dorfman allegedly had an interest in. Id. In reply, Dorfman highlighted that, contrary to the FTC’s 

representations to the Court, he had in fact provided all requested financial information to the FTC 

and Receiver and that he had taken all reasonable steps, and was open to suggestions for additional 

steps, to repatriate the de minimis foreign assets. [DE 223]. Among other things, Dorfman sent 

letters, drafted by the Receiver and his counsel, to the foreign financial institutions asking that they 

transfer the funds to the Receiver’s account, provided the FTC and Receiver with all online 

credentials Dorfman possessed for those accounts so that they may attempt to transfer the funds, 

and even offered to travel abroad with counsel to the financial institutions in order to attempt to 

facilitate the repatriation of those assets. Id.  

 On October 30, 2019, the Court held a hearing on and denied Dorfman’s motion seeking 

to extend his Allowance. [DE 224 and 228]. Despite recognizing Dorfman’s need for the 

Allowance, the Court premised its denial on Dorfman’s failure to satisfactorily show that he made 

a sufficient effort to obtain gainful employment. The Court, however, invited Dorfman to renew 

his request if his future efforts to obtain employment failed.  

 Since then, Dorfman has made a substantial effort to obtain gainful employment. To that 

end, Dorfman submitted applications for a range of positions at: McDonalds, Walgreens, Xerox, 

Sunpro Solar, Luxottica, Crowdstrike, Lincoln Financial, Reynolds & Reynolds, Boolchand, 
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Logisticare, Flagship Management, G4S Security, Cogent Communications, Florida Business 

Consulting, Jomara Seafood, CenturyLink, Jackson Health System, A copy of Dorfman’s job 

applications is attached as composite Exhibit “A.” Despite these efforts Dorfman has not received 

any job offers, let alone a single interview.  

 Dorfman’s inability to obtain employment should not surprise anyone as the preliminary 

injunction and asset freeze make it very challenging for Dorfman to engage in any financial 

transactions. And in a circular fashion, the FTC, which previously represented to the Court that it 

would work hard to ameliorate any of these banking issues by facilitating the opening of an account 

for Dorfman now represents to Dorfman, contrary to its previous representation to the Court, that 

it will not provide that assistance until after Dorfman obtains employment.  

 Perhaps most damning to Dorfman’s ability to ever obtain employment during the 

pendency of this proceeding is that any potential employer that conducts an internet search or 

background check will find hundreds of articles, blog posts, and message boards that parrot the 

FTC’s allegations that Dorfman is a fraudster. Needless to say, any reasonable person can see why 

this scarlet letter effectively dooms Dorfman’s ability to be considered for employment.  

 The Receiver has advised that the receivership estate contains over $17 million and, upon 

information and belief, continues to grow at a rate of tens or hundreds of thousands of dollars per 

month due to residual commission payments. On the other hand, Dorfman’s financial situation has 

not changed and he needs the Allowance to cover his basic living expenses, including: food, 

housing, clothing, and transportation.  

 When the undersigned made a good faith effort to obtain the FTC’s consent to the requested 

relief, the FTC predictably objected, as it has proven is its practice relating to every reasonable 
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request,1 based on its dispelled allegation that Dorfman has failed to work with the Receiver to 

repatriate the foreign assets and that Dorfman should rely on third parties’ largesse to fund his 

basic living expenses. Tellingly, this was the first time the FTC had even raised this bogus 

allegation since lodging it against Dorfman three months ago. The undersigned reiterated that 

Dorfman stands ready to work with the FTC and Receiver in any reasonable way to repatriate those 

funds  

 WHEREFORE, Defendant, Steven Dorfman, respectfully requests an Order of the Court, 

substantially in the form annexed hereto, extending his monthly Allowance of $5,000 nunc pro 

tunc to November 18, 2019, the date he began applying for employment, and for all further relief 

that the Court deems just and proper.  

Local Rule 7.1(a)(3) Certificate 

 The undersigned certifies that he conferred with the FTC in a good faith effort to resolve 

the issues raised herein. The FTC indicated that it opposes the requested relief.  

Dated: January 10, 2020    DLA Piper LLP (US)  

/s/ Elan A. Gershoni     

Ryan D. O’Quinn (FBN 513857) 

ryan.oquinn@dlapiper.com 

Elan A. Gershoni (FBN 95969) 

elan.gershoni@dlapiper.com  

200 South Biscayne Boulevard 

Suite 2500 

Miami, Florida 33131 

Telephone:  305.423.8553 

Facsimile:   305.675.7885 

 

Counsel for Defendant  

Steven Dorfman  

 

                                                 
1 See, e.g., Dorfman’s: (i) motion to extend deadlines in scheduling order due to third parties’ failure to timely produce 

discovery {DE 258] and (ii) motion for brief extension of deadline to respond to amended complaint (a) to 

accommodate the undersigned’s paternity leave and (b) so that Dorfman’s response deadline matched that of the 

newly-added defendant.  
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EXHIBIT A 
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